A Short Presentation of the Contributions We
Made to the Field of Research

Shaping new subdomains of this subject in the Romanian space,
extending and correctly calibrating the areas of interest,
the re-foundation of the broad ensemble of research,
the recuperation of the heritage of tradition Pastoral Theology,
the scientific re-vertebration of the area of Pastoral Theology

We have divided the ample Pastoral field of research according to western requirements and
practices by publishing studies, articles and books for each thematic area; the specific sub-
domains that have made themselves visible throughout time were: Pastoral Psychology,
Pastoral Psychotherapy, Pastoral Sociology, Pastoral and Cultural Anthropology; (traditional)
Pastoral Theology. The research that we propose as our habilitation thesis (“Mutatii de
paradigma in Pastorala si Pastoratia erei informationale. Omul de masa, criza fermitatii
axiologice din cultura si potentialul pastoral-restaurator din Ortodoxie” - “Paradigmatic
Changes in the Pastoral and the Pastoral Mission in the informational era. The Man of the
Masses, the Crisis of the Axiological Firmness in Culture and the Restorative Pastoral
Potential in Orthodoxy”) includes only a few directions of contemporary research prefaced
by the setting of this subject among the other theological sciences. This study came as a
consequence of the attempts to continuously reaffirm the necessity of scientifically redeem
this disciple. The thesis points out some pastoral priorities, using the recent national and
international bibliography. It is an organic exponent of the perspective presented in all the
other published volumes in which we dealt with this domain’s research directions. It is, in
fact, a paradigmatic ricochet with a very well-directed pragmatic focus, a product of the
overall research and reflections, which tries to place itself along the other well-known
traditional Pastoral Theological disciples in Romania.

The contributions that we made to the research in this domain are presented in various
publications. Thus, one of the first published volumes is part of the research in the domain
of Pastoral Psychology (a sectorial subject of pastoral, anchored in an interdisciplinary
dialogue between theology and psychology, consisting in applying the psychological
principles, the psycho-diagnostic and psychotherapeutic methods, as well as the
psychological means of researching and interpreting the issues in regard to the pastoral
practice).’ This volume was written in collaboration with the best (and most renown)

! pastoral Psychology I. Psychological Reference Points of the Pastoral Counselling in in “Colectia Pastorala
Misionara/Misiologie Pastoralda 11” (The Pastoral Mission/Pastoral Missiology Collection 11), (Alba lulia:
Reintregirea Publishing House, 2007), 264 pages. From the Table of Contents: Preface: Mastery... in using
words; At the beginning of the... “word.” The psycho-identity and the privileged communicative potential of
the word. Reflections of the immanent ontology of the word (The perception and the identity of the word.
Multi-factorial perspectives: an etymological perspective, a philological one, a philosophical one, a
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Romanian psycho-pedagogic practitioner, assistant professor Maria-Dorina Pasca, M.D., Ph.
D., tenure of Psychology at the Medicine and Pharmacy University from Targu Mures. We
would like to add here a few titles that have initiated the research in the Pastoral Psychology
domain from the volume Elemente de Pastorald Misionard pentru o societate
postideologicd (Elements of Pastoral Mission for a Postmodern Society for a Post-
ideological Society) in “Colectia Pastorala Misionara/Misiologie Pastorald 3” (The Pastoral
Mission/Pastoral Missiology Collection 3), (Alba lulia: Reintregirea Publishing House, 2003),
p. 445-490. The study is: Elementary concepts of Pastoral Psychology. The Physiognomy of
Pastoral Psychology, which includes the following chapters: 1. False Images of God that
throne in the subconscious of the contemporary man (a. A God who judges and punishes; b.
A God of death; c. An accountant-like and solicitor-like God, d. A God of efficiency; Appendix:
A Psychological Test to Identify the Demonic Image that Conditions Our Existence); 2. The
Psychological and Pastoral Profile of a Real Priest (a. Self-knowledge; b. Integrative the
“negative” and coming to peace with the “shadow,” c. The appropriation of the counter-
sexual dimension; d. The quality of inter-human relationships; e. The shepherd-priest: a sick
physician? f. for a knowledge of oneself) 3. On the psychological route to interiority.
Common errors in the pastoral activity (a. Turning pastoral “professional;” b. The egotistic
inner motivation; c. The Christian’s alienation or domination; d. The haste of seeing the
believer’s progress; e. Perfectionist moralism; f. The doctrinarian objective; g. The
insufficient acceptance of one’s own limitations; h. The pedagogical negativity).

2. Pastoral Sociology is a descriptive-interpretative theological discipline which analyses the
major social phenomena from a pastoral perspective by identifying the strategies of pastoral
collective action® that correspond to the structural mutation from a certain era. Here are a
few directions from the perspective of this discipline: The interaction between culture and
pastoral in the contemporary Western space. The ltalian paradigm. The stage of the fast
paced — aggressive de-Christianisation. I. the socio-cultural radiogram of the contemporary
Occidental Christianity. The subjectivism of faith in the Italian space — the consequence of
the fragile affiliation to the Church (a. The decline of the Catholic cultural hegemony in the
Italian space; from “mass” Catholicism — which employs a large number of people - to
atrocious secularization, as indicators of the coefficient of involution; b. the deep cultural

psychological one, a theological one; The word, a privileged “athlete” of communication, an exponent of
language; The value of the word and its potential as a “vehicle” for knowledge. Creativity. The “behaviour” of
the word: muteness, wisdom, aggressiveness; What a word “can” or “cannot” do: life typologies (the cycle of
life, despair and lack of faith); The unknown powers of the word: the invitation to virtue (“Life giver” — the
sacramental power of the word; “Life-taker” — suppressor of psychical energy; “Hatred is the winter of the
heart” (V. Hugo); The “key” word — an invitation to life change); Pastoral counselling and the art of the
psychological speech (The “work” of the word, The vocation of the intelligent selection; The art of coating
realty with words; The inner space in which to receive the word, “The time of redemption” and the urgency of
renewing life; The word that “improves” versus the word that “is wasted;” The wisdom of the
“understandable” communication; The emitter’s authority within the community; The reasons for credibility in
an époque of the motivational crisis); Pastoral therapy through the word: narrative therapy and graphic-
therapy. ) Pages 13-50.
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crisis: the misplacement of the basic human values, the decay of the traditional forms of
religiousness in the younger generations and the explosion of the various forms of atheism;
c. The symptoms of a new pastoral itinerary. The époque of the practicing Christians as
minority and of the sole affiliation to the Christian culture (and not to the Christian religion);
d. The amnesia of the Christian religious memory in the public space and the
decadence/dissolution of the “Religious tension” when facing a simple cultural involvement;
e. The efforts made towards the public visibility of the Church in a time of anti-institutional
emotional fume. Its identity as source of the communitarian values for the mass-media; f.
Homogeneity and diversity in the recent Italian ecclesial biography; developing new
strategies for the presence and the action of the Church in society; g. Pastoral reference
points of communitarian integration in an era of fragmentation, which proclaims “the end of
the passion for the truth”). The research from the volume Fine della cultura egemonica
laicista. Chiesa e cultura nella Pastorale Italiana contemporanea is also part of this field of
pastoral research.’?

3. The Cultural-Pastoral Anthropology” (a Pastoral subdivision preoccupied by the impact —
whether it is for or against Christianity — that culture has on the person and on the
community in all human manifestations: art, philosophy, science, technology, politics,
economy, identifying the ways in which the Christian values are infused in the
anthropological universe). We would like to mention at this point the volume “De-
Christianization. A Cultural Apocalypse, Alba lulia, Reintregirea Publishing House (The

H| progetto culturale del Convegno di Palermo (1995). 4. Lo "status" del cristianesimo italiano contemporaneo.
Un giudizio sociologico nella prospettiva di Franco Garelli; 4.1. Indicazioni di segno positivo: sintomi di un
itinerario religioso nuovo. Larga considerazione pubblica per la Chiesa; 4.2. Dal cattolicesimo subculturale al
protagonismo culturale. Dinamiche interne al "mondo cattolico"; 4.3. Prospettive: Vincere la cultura’ della
soggettivita’; 5. La Pastorale nell'intreccio della cultura in Italia (1965-2000); 5.1. La scelta del "programma"
come procedura di base; 5.2. Immobilismo e dispersivita; 5.3. Il programma "Evangelizzazione e sacramenti";
5.4. Il convegno di Roma "Evangelizzazione e promozione umana"; 5.5. "Comunione e comunita" - '80: una
nuova presenza di Chiesa che esclude la concorrenzialita; 5.6. Il Convegno di Loreto e il pericolo della
soggettivizzazione della fede; 5.7. Gli orientamenti per gli anni '90: appartenenza "debole" alla Chiesa; 6.
L'ontologia e l'infrastruttura del "Progetto culturale"; 6.1. Contenuti e metodo; 6.2. Le caratteristiche; 6.3. Le
ragioni; 6.4. Gli obiettivi; 6.5. Il protagonista; 6.6. Le strutture; 7. La dimensione pastorale del "Progetto
culturale; 7.1. La dimensione etica; 7.2. La dimensione civile; 7.3. La dimensione cognitiva; 7.4. Le dinamiche
prospettate; 7.5. Volumi di riferimento sul "Progetto culturale”; 7.5.1. Cattolici in Italia tra fede e cultura.
Materiali per il progetto culturale; 7.5.2. Fede, liberta, intelligenza. Forum del progetto culturale; 7.5.3. Identita
nazionale, culturale e religiosa; 7.5.4. L'Europa - sfida e problema per i cattolici; 7.5.5. Migrazioni e progetto
culturale; 7.5.6. Per una liberta responsabile; 8. Un esempio di impegno pastorale nel campo della cultura: La
Diocesi di Padova. Archim. Teofil Tia, Fine della cultura egemonica laicista, Vicenza, Edizioni ,LIEF”, 2009, p.
131-152.

* Arhim. Teofil Tia, Psihozele colective. Pastorala versus psihiatria sociald, Alba lulia, Edit. ,Reintregirea”, 2010, 36 pagini.
Din cuprins: |. Stilul psihopatologic de viata al omului contemporan 1. Elemente perturbatoare a echilibrului psihic (Trauma;
Evenimente si mutafii majore in viatd; Esecul; Conflictul; Solicitarile prelungite si atmosfera psihologicad nefavorabild;
Frustrarile). II. Bolile civilizatiei; Ill. Factori psihopatologici postmoderni; 1. Condiionare reciproca si inter-relationare fortata;
2. Civilizatia imaginii publice; 3. Omul manipulat, 0 marioneta ,plinad de sine”; 4. Omul si tehnocratia; conditii precare de
habitat; 5. Un proces galopant de eroziune a persoanei; IV. Psihozele colective: delimitéri medico-psihiatrice: 1.
Identitati/portrete psihologice ale colectivitatilor umane; 2. Factori declansatori: etiologici, sociali, psihologici si relationali; V.
Seisme pe tarémul valorilor: 1. Eul colectiv si clasificarea psihozelor (psihozele idealiste; de refugiu; de descércare;
expansive); VI. ,Martorii lui lehova — o psihoza colectiva pe fundal religios” (1. Instabilitatea/labilitatea doctrinara; pretinsa
teocratie; esecul profetic; izolarea de societate; interdictiile doctrinare). Nationalismul si recrudescenta unor isterii colective.

3



Pastoral Missiology Collection, 16), 2009, 550 pages. From its Table of Contents we

Ill

mention: De-Christianization — a true cultural “apocalypse”. The postmodern cultural space —
an expression of the self-estrangement (an absolute focal point for subjectivity and
individualism), “an ideal arena” for the fulfilment of the apocalyptic prophecies; a. Christian
Ethics and the crisis of values. The stimulation of the human possessive instinct and the
erosion of their spiritual sensibility; b. The consumption “as a whole” of the secular
experience. “Homo brutalis” and the failure of modernity in its essential direction: that of
making man happy; c. The denial of the Illuminist principle according to which man can act
based on the principle of love without resorting to religion; d. Post-modern or post-
Christian? The technocratic dehumanizing and the switch from “homo ludens” to “homo
faber;” e. The inventory of the main neo-pagan reflexes: from the material penury to
consumerism, from the rigour of ethics to the hedonistic permissivism, from
authoritarianism to democracy and from the “strong” reasoning to the fragile thinking; f. A
pastoral emergency: stepping beyond the Enlightenment. The conversion of the status of
faith; from a simple ideological hypothesis to an essential orientation, dimensioning of life; g.
The exigency of bringing back in the attention of the public debate of the Enlightenment
thesis concerning the public indifference towards the truth; h. The pastoral counteract of the
cultural suspicion and of the dehumanisation current from the post-ideological Europe;
proposing the Christian message in an irrefutably convincing manner; i. A practical pastoral
emergency: the globalization of the crises claims a universal solidarity.

4-6. Pastoral Psychotherapy, Psychopathology (from a religious perspective)® and Pastoral
Medicine® (three neighbouring sub-subject, closely related, preoccupied with the inventory
of the psychic’s disorders with which the priest deals in his missionary activity and their brief
description from a religious point of view — specifically, the degenerative disorders of the
elderly patients -, the setting of the course of action for psychotherapeutic intervention and
the focussing on the ample area of the prevention of spiritual illnesses). In regard to the

> Arhim. Teofil Tia, Psihozele colective. Pastorala versus psihiatria sociald, Alba lulia, Edit. ,Reintregirea”, 2010, 36 pagini.
Din cuprins: |. Stilul psihopatologic de viata al omului contemporan 1. Elemente perturbatoare a echilibrului psihic (Trauma;
Evenimente si mutati majore in viata; Esecul; Conflictul; Solicitérile prelungite si atmosfera psihologicad nefavorabild;
Frustrarile). II. Bolile civilizatjei; Ill. Factori psihopatologici postmoderni: 1. Conditionare reciproca si inter-relationare fortat;
2. Civilizatia imaginii publice; 3. Omul manipulat, o marioneta ,plind de sine”; 4. Omul si tehnocratia; conditji precare de
habitat; 5. Un proces galopant de eroziune a persoanei; IV. Psihozele colective: delimitari medico-psihiatrice: 1.
Identitati/portrete psihologice ale colectivitatilor umane; 2. Factori declansatori: etiologici, sociali, psihologici si relationali; V.
Seisme pe tarémul valorilor: 1. Eul colectiv si clasificarea psihozelor (psihozele idealiste; de refugiu; de descércare;
expansive); VI. ,Martorii lui lehova — o psihoza colectivé pe fundal religios” (1. Instabilitatea/labilitatea doctrinar; pretinsa
teocratie; esecul profetic; izolarea de societate; interdictiile doctrinare). Nationalismul si recrudescenta unor isterii colective.

e Chapter Ill is part of this topic: Ill. Incursiuni in universul Medicinii pastorale. Notiuni elementare de psihologie
pastorala sanitard. 1. Pastoratia bolnavilor terminali (a. Conditia interioara a bolnavului internat; b. Mediul
sanitar impersonal; c. Frica de moarte; d. O retrospectiva in trecutul pacientului; e. Frica de ,a trai”; f.
Perspective de viitor; g. Raportarea personalizatd; h. Asteptand moartea; i. Principii pentru o calduzire
duhovniceasca autentica; j. Psihologie pastorala clinicd); Curs pastoral de ,onestitate, cuviosie si bun simt”.
Terapie comportamentald” din volumul Arhim. Teofil Tia, Elemente de Pastorald Misionard pentru o societate
postideologicd, Alba lulia, Edit. ,Reintregirea”, (Colectia Pastorald Misionard/Misiologie Pastorald nr. 3), 2003,

p. 162-201.



subject, we would like to mention the book “Psihoterapie Pastorald: Caldtorie
duhovniceascd prin subconstient” (“Pastoral Psychotherapy: a Spiritual Journey through
the Subconscious”), Reintregirea Publishing House, Alba lulia, 2010, which includes the
following chapters: 2. Pastoral-therapeutic counselling, mediation and reconciliation.
Pastoral and psychoanalysis — a perpetual dialogue. Diachronically therapeutic perspectives.
a. The spiritual and the deaconship/the service — “symbols” of the Church; Ludwig Pongratz’s
overall vision of the psychoanalytical theories (Repression — the theory of personality; The
object of repression —the theory of the impulses, The time of repression — the psychology of
the development; The location of repression — the theory of the unconscious; Culture as a
repressive factor — the social theory; The consequences of repression — the theory of
neurosis; Overcoming repression — the psychoanalytic theory). b. Concepts of
psychoanalytical anthropology. Freudian “dogmas” (Man as subject and not as object; Tragic
courage not resignation; “Truth” not “religion” in Freud’s opinion). c. The regenerative and
rejuvenating potential of Pastoral Counselling. Isidor Baumgartner’s point of view on the
contribution of psychoanalysis to a diachronically therapeutic pastoral (Theology’s
traditional repulsion towards psychoanalysis; The diagnosis of pathogenic religiousness; The

III

critique of a repressive religious education; The real “image” of God; the false images of God
in the human subconscious); d. A pioneering concept: “Pastoral Psychoanalysis” (Limitations
and performances in how psychoanalysis is perceived in Theology; practicing psychoanalysis
in the contemporary ecclesial environment, The techniques of practical psychoanalysis used
in pastoral practice; The paradoxes of psychoanalytical psychotherapy). e. The word’s
introspective potential and ability of accessing the unconsciousness. Ignoring the
“unconsciousness” in Theology. Eugen Drewermann and the objective of “knowing oneself”
(Self-knowledge, a psycho-spiritual pathway; “The basement” of one’s identity and the
“building” of the self; The “contents” of the unconscious. The unpredictable iceberg; The
“laws” of the unconscious. “The mechanisms;” Founding the unconscious. The genesis of a
“discrete colossus;” Theology’s traditional indifference in relationship with the unconscious;
The intellectualist skid of the Western Theology; The neglect of the emotional factor and the
contemporary existential disorientation. The contemporary men: a neurotic person who
promotes a precarious ethics); f. Psychotherapy and pastoral. A toxic separation
(Drewermann and the “doctrine” of the paralysing fear; “The war” of the Church with the
unconscious in Drewermann’s opinion. The objective of “suppression;” Criticism brought to
the Western Church by Drewermann; C. G. Jung’s influence on e. Drewermann’s theological
reflexions; The conflict between theology and psychology in Drewermann’s work).

7. Pastoral Psychology’ (preoccupied with how the pedagogical-formative endeavour is
manifested in a pastoral context). We can also include the Pastoral Counselling® sub-domain
here.

’ Fr. Prof. Antonio Falico from the Faculty of Catholic Theology in Catania wrote a valuable book intitled
Pedagogia Pastorale. Questa sconosciuta. ltinerario di formazione per operatori pastorali, presbiteri, religiosi e laici,
(Catania: Chiesa-Mondo Publishing House, 2000) which benefits from a preface written by Pf. Prof. Luigi Sartori, Ph.D.
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8. Pastoral Theology (A practical theological disciple — according to the traditional
classification — which is preoccupied with the systematic exhibiting of the norms of action of
the parishioner in his traditional approach to his three sacerdotal dignities).” In spite of the
fact that the other sub-domains mentioned until here are also theological sub-domains that
have an impact on the Church in the social life, only Pastoral Theology is part of the
curriculum of the Romanian theological schools. The explanation for this is logical: during the
communist regime, the pastoral activity was limited by the state atheist authorities to short

President of the National Association of Catholic Theologians from Italy. The two DVDs that we published are part of this
topic of research. These DVDS have proven their efficiency in the classroom: Viafa duhovniceascd si confuziile psiho-
emotionale. Repere pe traseul sfinfirii destinului, Alba lulia, Editura “Reintregirea”, 2011 (a Vll-a editie). ISBN 978-606-509-
185-6, 1300 p. (Exclusiv in format digital: Power Point cu imagini relevante si texte esentializate) si Reinnoire profetica si
fidelitate fata de Traditie: exigente pastorale ale epocii post-iluministe, Alba lulia, Reintregirea, 2011 (a Vll-a editie), 978-606-
509-180-1, p. 1300.

® The fourth chapter is part of this topic: 1. Tehnica psihologica si tréire duhovniceascé in demersul pastoral. Importanta
metodologiei in colocviul pastoral (a. Valoarea si limitele tehnicilor de acfjune pastorald; b. Rolul tehnicii, in psihologia lui
Karl Rogers; c. Adaptarea la situatie; d. Nondirectivitatea; €. Interventile inadecvate; f. Familiarizarea preotului cu
metodologia colocviului pastoral autentic); 2. Dinamica psihologica a dialogului pastoral (a. Functia psihologica de sustinere
afectiva; b. Functia psiho-directiva; c. Functia psihologica de intermediere); 3. Metodologia colocviului pastoral inspirata din
metoda lui Karl Rogers (a. Reformularea; b. Restructurarea; c. Elucidarea) din volumul Arhim. Teofil Tia, Elemente de
Pastorala Misionara pentru o sociefate postideologica, Alba lulia, Edit. ,Reintregirea”, (Coleciia Pastorald
Misionara/Misiologie Pastorala nr. 3), 2003, p. 242-325.

% Several chapters are dealing with this topic: : Preotie misionara si pastorald contextuals, Cluj-Napoca, Edit.
Renasterea, 2014, p. 240; din cuprins: Partea |. Preot, constiinfa preoteasca, intdlnire personala cu Dumnezeu,
personalitate sacerdotala extinsa. Premisa: Formarea unei constiinte preotesti robuste — conditie a dinamismului
pastoral. 1. E=mc2 - Faimoasa ,teorie” a lui Einstein si analogia ei in universul pastoral; 2. Arhipastorul Hristos si pastorii.
Preotul: trimisul Cerului, “dator” sa promoveze “mersul la esente”; 3. E responsabil preotul contemporan de ,starea natjunii*?
Sau raportul e invers: natiunea Tsi are preotii pe care-i merita? 4. O pastorala ce refuza atat depersonalizarea consumist,
cat si dezumanizarea colectivista; 5. Receptarea sacrului si a preofiei in “fauna jurnalisticd” a “Romaniei agonice”. I.
“Antecedentele” unei biografii sacerdotale. Reperele unui destin deplin asumat in lumea credintei. Preotul si
constelatia de valori specifica societatii post-industriale: 1. Preotul — omul ,coborat din cer”, care gestioneaz& o putere de
dincolo de lume. Riscul ,contaminarii” cu ,false puteri”, lumesti; 2. Orice fata are ,vocatie de preoteasa’? Criteriile de
,Selectie” a viitoarei preotese; a. Viitoarea preoteasa — o fiinta cu (pre-)dispozitie spre jertfa; b. ,Aleasa inimii’ - artizana a
unui ,proiect de viata” compatibil cu al sotului; c. Exigenta virginitatii: un anacronism? d. O imunizare obligatorie: cea fata de
L,avere”. Irelevanta status-ului financiar al posibilei partenere in luarea deciziei de unire a destinelor; 2. ,Puterea” preotesei:
,generatoarea” climatului emotional din propria casa si ,etalonul” feminitatii in spatiul public local (a. ,Energia” dominanta in
casa: iubirea, forta ce imbiba cu sens intreaga existenta; b. Viciile — invazia demonicului in ,arealul” familial. Rolul profilactic
al femeii; c. Preoteasa: cel mai bun confident al sotului; d. ,Controversata” problema a machiajului. Perspective pastorale;
Chestionar (psiho-test) de evaluare a ,intensitdti vocationale” a preotesei). Il. Viata interioard a preotului:
duhovnicie/mistica si eruditie. 1. Metoda pastorala a pendulului: de la cultivarea sinelui mistic la socializarea fertilizatoare
de congtiinte (a. Preotul si curatirea propriei inimi; b. Etapele adancirii in cunoasterea Iui Dumnezeu: a sti, a inelege si a
cunoaste (scio-oida, intelligo-syneimi, cognosco-gignosco); c. Etajul de varf al cunoasterii lui Dumnezeu — vederea Lui,
precum Moise pe Muntele Sinai); 2. ,A-ti da viata pentru oi” — standardul maximal impus de Mantuitorul. ,Sacrificiul de sine”
intr-o culturd a comoditatii (a. Dimensiunea mistagogica a calauzirii duhovnicesti: Evagrie Ponticul ca paradigma pastorala
supra-temporald; b. Convingerea mistica de capatéi: raul e inlauntrul omului, nu in afara lui); 3. Eruditia pastorului — conditie
a credibilitatii mesajului sau; 4. Grija duhovniceasca a pastorului de credinciosii practicanti (a. Impactul credintei asupra vieti
cotidiene. ,Innoirea” — forma ideala de ,reformd”; b. Obligativitatea incursiunii constante ,in lume” si nevoia de suscitare
constantd a interesului pentru Dumnezeu. Cercetarea spafjului ad extra); 5. Convingeri/principii mistice ale preotului (a.
Renastere mistica si saturatie rationalista; b. Impulsul metafizic originar existent in om nu poate fi extirpat; c. Simplificarea,
reducarea crestinismului la gandire, erezia ,scolastica” multiseculara a Occidentului; d. Din mistica ortodoxa a secolului XX:
Sfantul Siluan Athonitul).



individual meetings of the priest with the parishioners, meetings that did not have any social
echo or impact while the Church was obliged to reduce its public actions to a minimum.

We have personally encouraged through our research (by coordinating bachelor papers,
master papers, by our research and by writing studies and articles) the timid attempts that
Pastoral Theology has made to branch out according to the new requirements and socio-
cultural context in post-ideological Romania: Military Pastoral (preoccupied with the mission
in the military environment), Academic Pastoral (preoccupied with the mission in the
academic environment), Medical Pastoral (preoccupied with the mission in the healthcare
system),’® Penitentiary Pastoral (preoccupied with the mission for the inmates), The
Pastoral of Human Development or the Pastoral of Age Development! (preoccupied with
the mission for children, youngsters,12 and the elders — the Pastoral of Gerontology—,13 and
of the adults) and the Pastoral of the Special Moments in One’s Life (the mission during the

1% see note 6.

" Parts Il and Il of the volume Il dramma della solitudine in una societa dei consumi. La salvezza dell’anima
nell’era (post-)industriale belong to this topic: :Parte II: Ostacoli sulla via dellavvicinamento dell'uomo a Dio, in una cultura
del sospetto. 1. “Dio? Si..."La Chiesa? No...” Nuove forme di appartenenza alla Chiesa. “Riserbo” divino ed arroganza;
umana; 2. San Tommaso — Apostolo dell “esperienza”. Sull'autorita dell'esperienza in una cultura del sospetto; 3.
L'Occidente e I'Oriente, razionalita e mistica nei confronti di Dio. La modernita come universalizzazione dell'eresia; 4. La
catastrofe dell'inizio della storia: il peccato originale e la felicita come passione per l'essenziale; 5. La giustizia umana e
I'amore divino a confronto con la Verita: Un necesario lampo di luce nella “valle dei ciechi”; 6. Il Mistero della “moltiplicazione
dei pani” in una societa paralizzata dal punto di vista ecomomico. | soldi: schiavi del sapiente e padroni dell'insipiente”; Parte
terza: Il Vangelo — spazio di sottigliezze spirituali. Pagani con vocazione cristiana e cristiani con il cuore pagano (1. La
Santa Liturgia: sacrificio superfluo? Zaccheo, peccatore non punito; 2. Le virtt che ¢i mancano senza che ce ne rendiamo
conto. La tragedia della malattia non scoperta; 3. Il Fariseo e il pubblicano nello “specchio” mistico; 4. Mariologia nella
Chiesa Ortodossa. L'ecumenismo — dimensione della vita spirituale; 5. Il Centurione Cornelio: un pagano con vocazione
cristiana tra tanti uomini con il cuore pagano. Il paradosso delle identita dissimulate; 6. San Giovanni Battista: fisionomia del
profeta non conformista; 7. Il Regno dei Cieli: un invito irresistibile ed un rifiuto auto-punitivo (Edizioni LIEF, Vicenza, 2011),
p. 160-225

12 At this point we mention a fragment of the book Preotie misionara si pastorald contextuals, Cluj-Napoca, Edit.
Renasterea, 2014, p. 240: Tineretul postmodern si patologia orizontalitatii. Demersuri pastorale pentru depasirea
inertiei tinerilor din plan religios: 1. Familia ,occidentalizatd” — un nou profil identitar. Urgenta pastorala a fortificarii familiei
(a. Perioada de ,gestatie sociald” a tinerilor: prelungitd excesiv astdzi; b. Cultura provizoratului. Tinerei perpetuei
adolescente; c. Precaritatea ca ,definitie” acceptata a realului. Deficitul universal de proiectualitate d. Expansiunea
fragmentarii dezumanizante in spatjul giovanil); 2. Protagonismul intr-o societate marcatd de complexitate si sclava
orizontalitatii (a. Urgenta crearii perpetue de spatii crestine pentru afirmarea tinerilor; b. Ratacirea in complexitate); 3. Apetitul
imens de relationare din viata tinerilor (a. Cinci urgente pastorale in directia favorizarii inter-relationarii intr-o maniera cregtin-
ortodoxd; b. ,Orizontalitate” si ,verticalitate” la varsta tinerefii); 4. Oficiul Parohial in contextul altor entitdti formative (a.
Parohia — loc al ofertei de valori universale; b. Metoda interconexionarii factorilor educativi din teritoriu); 5. Activitatea de
,sretea”. Preotul si sistemul vaselor comunicante. Obligativitatea pastorala a cultivarii in tineri a sentimentului de apartenenta.
B A whole chapter dedicated to this topic was included in Elemente de Pastorald Misionars pentru o societate
postideologica, Alba lulia, Edit. ,Reintregirea” (Colectia Pastorald Misionard/Misiologie Pastorala nr. 3), 2003, p. 394-444.
Din cuprins: 3. Universul psiho-afectiv al varstei a treia. Pentru o pastorala a pensionarilor (a. Lumea de maine: lumea varstei
a treia; b. Gerontofobia; c. Primul pas in varsta a treia: pensionarea; d. Efectele ,societatji timpului liber”; e. Batrénul si
familia; f. ,Vocatia” de bunic; g. Apropiere fizica, indepartare afectivd; h. Exodul din familie al fiilor; i. Varsta a treia: o
continud dependenta psiho-afectiva); 4. Urbanitatea si ,toamna vietji”. O invitatie la reflectie pastorala (a. ,Exilul” batranilor;

b. Batranul ca educator; c. Pensionarea: ocazie de traume psihice; d. Pierderi afective; e. Imbatranirea ,inteligentd” si
duhovniceasca; f. Posibile derive ale varstei a treia: longevitatea si mitul eternei tinereti; g. Sanatatea sociala; h. Sanatatea

spirituald; i. lubirea: unica energie a batranetji.



crises provoked by mourning/burialsm, by holidays, by the Christening/birth of children, by
the founding of a family’®), however these topics were very often tackled by priests who
were simply interested in them at one point or another and who did not use any scientific
approach.

The crisis of Pastoral Theology as an academic subject was “diagnosed” as such by professors
of other theological academic subjects who adopted a very critical position in relation to this
discipline considering that the ways of approaching and dealing with the problems
characteristic to the Pastoral Theology are obsolete. The overview of the titles presented
here is not specific to the way of approaching and dealing with the specific problems of

traditional Pastoral Theology which was described by other researchers as “non-scientific”,
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“full of improvisation”, “superficia

III

or “full of «stale» subjects.

The books and studies published in the bibliography accompanying this paper (and included
in the portfolio) are mostly part of the research in the fields of Pastoral Sociology, Pastoral
Psychology, Pastoral Psychotherapy and Cultural-Pastoral Anthropology and they try not to
fall under the incidence of the description mentioned above. The Pastoral subjects that were
part of the theological curriculum and that | have taught in Alba Iulia and Cluj-Napoca
followed a certain logical order: Pastoral Psychology in the second year, Pastoral Sociology in
the third, traditional Pastoral Theology and pastoral Anthropology in the fourth, Pastoral

" part V of the volume Il dramma della solitudine in una societa dei consumi. La salvezza dell’anima nell’era (post-)
industriale belong to this topic: Degrado, putrefazione etica e peccato nell civilta’ della morte. 1. Erodiade: la corruzione
umana al massimo grado. Erode e la dinastia della morte; 2. La coscienza della nostra “resurrezione”: gioia o peso?; 3. l
trionfo di SantElia Profeta e lo “fallimento” di Gesu; 4. La fine della storia universale, tra utopia e fatalita: 6 Agosto: la
distruzione o la trasfigurazione della materia? L'umanita tra Hiroshima ed il Tabor; 5. La condizione umana tra liberta e
determinismo. L'Occidente: paradiso in crisi; 6. La sofferenza e la santita, sfide della post-modernita?; 7. Gesu Cristo e il
nuovo ordine mondiale. La vocazione europea della Romania post-moderna; (Edizioni LIEF, Vicenza, 2011), p. 305-384

> Part IV of the voume Il dramma della solitudine in una societa dei consumi. La salvezza dell’anima nell’era (post)
industriale belong to this topic: Responsabilita specifiche dinanzi a Dio, nei momenti cruciali della vita, 1. La donna “post-
moderna” tra tragedia e grandezza. La vocazione di “mirofora” nella contemporaneita; 2. | Genitori e le esigenze divine
contemporanee; 3. | giovani e “I'esperienza con Dio”. Dialogo cristiano all'Universita. Progetto di pastorale universitaria; 4.
Gioia trasfiguratrice dell'inizio. Il senso profondo del Matrimonio; 5. La morte, enigme fatale. Riflessioni per ogni “Nuovo
Anno”; 6. Pastorale e i Media elettronici: sfide e benedizioni (Edizioni LIEF, Vicenza, 2011), p. 226-273.

%A fragment from Preotie misionara si pastorald contextuald, Cluj-Napoca, Edit. Renagterea, 2014, p. 240 is to be

mentioned here; Familia preotului - ,amfitrioana tipologicd” in parohie, ,cetatea de deasupra muntelui” (Matei 5,4).
Ce soarta este rezervata familiei preotului in noul context axiologic? 1. Practicarea rugaciunii in familia preotului — conditie a
protejarii si a perpetuarii starii de ,simfire a lui Dumnezeu”; 2. Copiii preotului — oglinda a parintilor si reflex public al celor
,ascunse din casa”; 3. Trei dimensiuni obligatorii in arealul preotesc: ospitalitatea, smerenia si optimismul (Excurs; Crochiu
pastoral de ,marginalii” vocationale); 4. Viziunea paulind despre familie: desueta? Exercitiul reciprocitatji in familia crestina;
5. Este Sf. loan Gura de Aur un ,extremist” in viziunea sa despre familie? 6. Re-ierarhizarea scopurilor traditionale ale
casniciei in cultura postmoderna.

7 An example is the Part | of the volume Il dramma della solitudine in una societa dei consumi. La salvezza
dell’anima nell’era (post-) industriale: La conoscenza di Dio in un mondo d'indifferenza religiosa. 1. La preghiera del cuore
e 'esperienza dello Spirito Santo; 2. Dio Padre - paternita e mistero. Il volto affascinante di Dio; 3. Gesu Cristo — il Logos, La
Luce del mondo e lilluminismo. Il mistero della Santissima Trinita nell'epoca della razionalita scientifica; 4. Lo Spirito Santo
- “Re” ignorato; 5. Chiesa Ortodossa Rumena nel Terzo Millennio. Priorita’ pastorale: analisi della situazione alla luce della
mistica; 6. La visione di Dio nell’Ortodossia. Storia orientale ed occidentale del concetto e sue implizioni nella Pastorale; 7.
Vocazione profetica della comunita cristiana. Profetizzare nel XXI secolo? (Edizioni LIEF, Vicenza, 2011), p. 15-73.



Psychotherapy as a Master course together with a synthesis subject “Pastoral Mission in
Postmodernity”.

Pastoral Theology is a subject with the high degree of “datedness;” a Pastoral Theology
textbook is obsolete as soon as it is published — as scholars in the field of Pastoral Theology
like to ironically state. The appeal to the past is not unimportant but the focus on the future
is vital. Here are some keywords and “pilot” concepts of our own pastoral research: de-
Christianisation, urbanization, nihilism, the crisis of values (the axiological confusion), the loss
of one’s identity, contextualization, pastoral dynamism, mystical experience (“meeting God”,
the experiential religiousness), ecclesial optimism, cyclic historical re-sacralisation (a reverse
of secularization), the public trajectory of Orthodoxy, the Christian infusion of the ethnical-
cultural ethos, catechism versus sacramentalness, postmodern totalitarianisms, the
mediocrity of the culture of the masses, psychotherapeutic pastoral etc.
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